The Coming Civilization
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was to be taken as if it were a literal human rela-
tionship.
The Fatherhood of God is a symbol. But is it an
inaccurate or misleading symbol? We cannot quarrel
with the symbol if we agree that God is supreme
intelligence and that the values of goodness and truth
are the direction-signals to His nature. If He is the
First Cause from which all creation springs, Father-
hood is no misleading symbol. If He is the supreme
intelligence and goodness, and the universe, even
though it has been allowed to strive towards its
own salvation on the 'emergence* theory, is part of
His intelligent scheme, He is concerned with its
most significant detail. Fatherhood, therefore, is an
accurate image of that conception.
The conception of a divine Fatherhood, however,
raises further difficulties. They are difficulties which'
I believe to be extremely prevalent at the present
time, and they are fundamental in character. Can
we accept the theory of a 'personal' God? Can we
believe in a God so personal that He can be
addressed in prayer and will alter the course of
events if we pray fervently enough?
That conception may be comforting, it will be
said, to simple-minded people, but it will not bear
serious investigation. If God's purpose can be swayed
to any extent by human petitions, it means that He
has not worked out a purpose or made up His mind.
When a congregation is asked to pray for a drought
to end, it implies that if these prayers were not
166